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ADULT EDUCATION AND 


NCE more, 1914, the blasts War are blowing and the lamp 
civilization danger being put out. Over warring Western 
and Central Europe the new terror from the air has imposed the 

unhappy civilian populations “blackout” which, well being physical, 
also symbolic mental and cultural darkness. Education one the 
first sufferers from War; indeed higher education suffers partial extinction, 
Thus, Germany, only five out fifteen universities remain open; while 
Britain there will few students this autumn, and those there are will 
concentrated upon minority the universities. 
organized evacuation school children from endangered urban centres has 
taken but the villages which the children have gone, will take 
time reorganize effective class work, and the rising generation, while 
benefitting from the country life, will have sacrifice some the 
advantages book learning. 


The Situation Britain 


for adult education Britain, its activities are likely severely 

hampered, not suspended the duration.” During the last war, 
indeed, the Workers’ Educational Association and kindred bodies carried 
attenuated scheme class-work; but this time the “blackout” 
imposes additional physical hardship, making difficult move 
about out doors after dark, and therefore rendering class 
circle organization almost impossible. Furthermore, both the funds and 
the voluntary services which have hitherto been the mainstay the move- 
ment will diverted necessary war purposes. 


Revival Reading Habits 


the main developments adult education which has taken place 

since 1918 has been broadening the scope and methods the 
movement, that longer limited forms class study, but has 
come comprise many kinds recreational activity. Peace-time adult 
education has left its mark upon the newspaper, the book, the film, the 
drama, the church, music, the club, the hobby and the handicraft, and though 
war conditions are bound have paralysing effect these cultural 
activities, well upon class study, perhaps may 
informally, some traces their effects may remain. Hundreds thousands 
families will thrown back upon the resources the home throughout 
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the long winter evenings, with the desire distract their minds from the 
worries and perils life under war conditions. And may yet see 
some revival reading-habits, well opportunities for discussion and 
the practice home crafts. Whether the radio can and will stimulate and 
supply this need any extent remains seen time goes on. 


The Problem Canada 


HAT adult education Canada? this side the Atlantic 

war conditions prevail, but not, fortunately, conditions the same 
severity Britain. Universities remain open; extension departments 
carry their programmes study and cultural activity all kinds are still 
possible. the other hand, the atmosphere hardly conducive intel- 
lectual exercise, for many the subjects which engage the attention 
adult students peace time become unsuitable unsatisfying war time. 
The theme upon which every active mind ponders continually—the war and 
its aims and conduct—has handled with the utmost caution. More- 
over, large numbers people enjoy less leisure than usual because they 
have volunteered for some form national spare-time service. seems 
likely, therefore, that the longer war goes on, the more shall see 
diminution the streams ordinary cultural and educational work. 


Value United Front 


ANY other educational bodies find themselves similarly placed, 

situation where their ordinary peace-time’ activities have been side- 
tracked war conditions. Instead carrying separate, but attenuated 
schemes work along the old lines, would not better for them 
pool their resources, and concentrate energies narrower and newer, 
but more dynamic programme—to help public opinion feel its way toward 
the hope new world order? This programme might comprise both 
research and the popularization the fruits research. would deal 
with the problems war time economy and the transition back peace 
the main principles lasting territorial settlement Europe and among 
the colonies; the form any future experiment international govern- 
ment the reconstruction society after the the future edu- 
cation and culture. can imagine the best brains the educational 
movement getting down grips with reality these practical fields, and 
helping dispel the Philosophy Despair which has settled many 
minds and hearts during the past weeks. Indeed, unless mankind does some 
thinking soon, will surely meet and deserve the doom forecast for 


ert 
the 
on, 
hile 
will 
sly- 
has 
ake 
hile 
the 
‘ied 
ut” 
ove 
dy- 
and 


Adult Learning 


power adaptability that man has triumphed over former catastrophies, 
This—the latest and greatest his history—is still not irreparable. There 
are spots the face God’s one them—where con- 
structive thinking can still undertaken. must see that the 
opportunity made good use of. 


Need Intellectual Freedom 


ought not, therefore, conclude that adult education but 
peace-time luxury, put cold storage until peace returns. For 
first, there are certain values life which our movement exists foster, 
and which important keep alive even war time. The present war 
struggle against certain forces darkness which take pride deny- 
ing the rights the individual, the duty criticism, the sacredness free 
thought and free speech. They have enthroned propaganda the place 
education and have deified the state the expense the citizen. 
fighting against these forces, have guard against the danger lest they 
unconsciously permeate our own mentality and lest, trying overthrow 
them, permanently acquire some their own weapons. The adult 
education movement has, therefore, right and duty act watchdog 
for intellectual liberty our own country, see that our traditions 
discussion and criticism are preserved, within patriotic limits, for handing 
intact the post-war generation, 


Must 
post-war for there will come time when, 
the present war being over, another peace settlement and another 
scheme national reconstruction will have planned, 1919. 
earnestly hope will wiser and more lasting settlement than the last, 
but know that cannot come without well-informed public and with- 
out courageous statesmanship translating ideals into practical form. This 
means that thinking must on, even while the guns off. And just 
Canada has taken herself help supply the sinews war the Old 
Country, she has part play contributing the constructive thought 
which rebuild the old ruins new and better world-edifice. Canada, 
with her partnership the British Commonwealth Nations, and her 
close links with the United States America, peculiarly well placed 
serve laboratory for post-war reconstruction. And here, the adult 
education movement has its part perform, gathering together the best 
brains, providing opportunity for their activity this field, and populariz- 
ing the results. 
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Reprinted permission American Journal Adult Education. 


Cape Breton last summer stopped inquire apparently 
unpiloted load hay, “How far brown face shot 

from the top the load and furry Scotch voice said, need 
goin’ back your hind step about three mile, and then its mile 
your left the sea.” 


Early History 


ELL, know the whole story adult education Canada ye'll 

need goin’ back your hind step one hundred 
that time the Mechanics Institute managed get toe-hold Nova Scotia, 
and before the Tories could thing about they had spread from there 
all over what was then called Upper Canada. The word had 
not been invented yet, and were the same general 
category pranks shivaree parties. consequence, the 
Mechanics Institutes Canada enjoyed measure freedom that was 
apparently missing those that had been set England. the latter 
part the last century, there were upwards one hundred these Insti- 
tutes Ontario alone, and one still meets members the older generation 
who got their first acquaintance with books the Mechanics Institute 
libraries. 

The development the trades union movement, the opening new 
industries, and the consequent shift population from the country and 
small towns the larger centers all probably had something with 
the collapse this early adult education movement Canada. any rate, 
the end the nineteenth century, the Mechanics Institutes had pretty 
well disappeared from the scene. far know, the only one surviving 
now the Montreal Mechanics Institute, with its well-equipped library 
and assembly rooms. 


University Interest 

the day the Institutes had quite come its close, 
attempt was made start university extension movement. 1891, 

the Minister Education Ontario called meeting representatives 

the leading universities and institutions learning Ontario, together 

with delegation three representatives from McGill University, Mon- 
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treal. The purpose the meeting was discuss the formation 
Association for the Extension University Teaching. The President 
the University Pennsylvania, James, was invited attend the con- 
ference and give his experience and suggestions. The meeting lasted two 
days, and the verbatim report the proceedings, recorded the “Ses- 
sional Papers” that year, interesting document. 

statement the aims university extension, made John Cox 
McGill, would fit nicely into almost any paper adult education written 
extension has not only three four years man’s 
life view but this, that education ends only with life itself. Its aim 
not teach man the whole subject but rather stir him with 
desire study the subject himself.” 

George Monro Grant, Principal Queen’s University, 
Ontario, drove spike the coffin the Mechanics Institute when said, 
“If you want place where you are certain not find mechanics, 
the Mechanics Institute.” 

Wilfrid Bovey, who President the Canadian Association for Adult 
Education, formed 1935—struck familiar note when declared, “If 
the movement worthy support, the money will And 
William Clark the University Toronto sounded warning note 
against the danger making education for adults fashionable movement. 
real point aimed teach men and women how glorious 
thing literature 

The outcome this first Canadian Conference Adult Education was 
the formation society called Canadian Association for the Exten- 
sion University its object, bring within the reach the 
people opportunities sharing the benefits higher 
organization was set with most distinguished executive committee and 
council. The president was Sir Donald Smith, later Lord Strathcona, 
then Chancellor McGill University. 

executive committee meeting was held January 1892, and 
there the record ends. all there is; there just isn’t any more. The 
Association apparently died infancy. least, have not been able 
discover any further account its activities. 


Start Extension Movement Canada 

with the beginning the twentieth century, responsibility 
for informal adult education was increasingly taken over the exten- 

sion universities and Provincial Departments Educa- 

tion and Agriculture. Tory, who 1908 became the first 
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president the new provincial University Alberta, should probably 
the credit for recognizing the possibilities state university the center 
for province-wide program informal education. 1912, Dr. Tory 
called his office Ottewell, promising young man from the first 
graduating class the University, and offered him position director 
projected extension department. From that time until 1928, Mr. 
Ottewell was known from the Peace River country the Montana border 
sort one-ring educational circus. had everything but perform- 
ing bear. 

Now that are becoming really sophisticated about adult education— 
danger, fact, trying turn into exact and measurable science 
—it may worth while back twenty-five years the days when adult 
education had name and social standing, and watch this pioneer 
work pioneer province. Mr. Ottewell carried his battered Ford car 
the first moving pictures that thousands Alberta children and grownups 
had ever seen. had “magic lantern” and boxes slides. had 
books and pamphlets, and his head and heart had great understand- 
ing the economic and domestic problems life prairie 
procedure was simple, but basic its appeal, and very effective. When his 
audience had gathered the school community hall, started them off 
with roaring sing-song, which might last half hour the roof stayed 
place. After that came hour and half moving pictures, ground 
out mm. machine equipped with 12-volt battery and hand crank. 
Later when the children were safely stowed away for the night—those 
small enough, apple boxes—the got out his projector and 
and lectured almost any subject desired, from the Darwinian 
theory “How Winter Fall joined him this work 1921 
and soon discovered that success did not depend much any remark- 
able platform ability did capacity for understanding and liking 
people. Sitting half the night shack just listening 
while told what was his mind was often more important than any 
number lectures. 

The University Alberta Extension Department has grown mightily 
the last twenty years and now compares favorably with similar organiza- 
tions the great state universities the United States, but has perhaps 
never been closer the people than was its “horse-and-buggy 


The Idea Spreads 
EANWHILE, all our Canadian universities were developing exten- 
sion services suited the particular demands their constituencies. 
Much has been written the spectacular success the co-operative and 
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credit-union movement under the direction the Department Extension 

the University St. Francis Xavier. Not well known, but none 
the less effective their own fields, are the tutorial and continuation 
classes the University Toronto and the University Western 
Ontario; the correspondence courses Queen’s; the broad curriculum 
the McGill Extension the vocational training the Univer- 
sity and the expanding cultural program the Univer- 
sity British Columbia. 

The extensive informal educational activities the Federal and Pro- 
vincial Departments Agriculture and Education are not 
overlooked. Perhaps the best example have Canada government 
work adult education found British Columbia. good many 
years ago the Department Education that Province instituted 
traveling library and open-shelf service. With the assistance the Car- 
negie Corporation, later developed the Fraser Valley Regional Library. 
For years has maintained generously supported program night- 
school, vocational training, and correspondence courses for high school 
students. Latterly has achieved marked success with training pro- 
gram that regularly enrolls over twenty thousand young men and women 
voluntary groups for physical education. 

Another example the well-developed adult educational program 
the Extension Division the Manitoba Department Agriculture, with 
which the work the Women’s Institutes linked. The Prince Edward 
Island Adult Education League and the Provincial Departments Agri- 
culture and Education Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick, and Nova 
Scotia all have extensive programs agricultural, vocational, and cultural 
education. conservative estimate indicates total enrolment one 
hundred thousand more adults purely voluntary study groups and 
far greater number registered formal work for credits. 


The Canadian Association for Adult Education Organized 

ECAUSE the growing interest adult education everywhere 

throughout Canada, Dunlop, Director the Department 
Extension the University Toronto, called together group repre- 
sentative educationists the summer 1934. survey adult education 
Canada was completed 1934-35. June, 1935, meeting was held 
Macdonald College, Ste. Anne Bellevue, Quebec, and the Canadian 
Association for Adult Education was formed, with Dominion Charter. 
the summer 1936, director was appointed and the Association got 
under way. have now two years active history look back upon. 

There are Canada over forty voluntary adult education organiza- 
tions, affiliated with the Association. these, the Workers’ Edu- 
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cational Association, Frontier College, the Institutes, the 
Canadian National Federation Home and School, the Young 
Christian Association, the Young Women’s Christian Association, the 
Imperial Order the Daughters the Empire, and the Canadian Handi- 
crafts Guild are national scope, and each has, course, large following. 
This year the Federal-Provincial Youth-Training Project, dollar-for- 
dollar arrangement between Federal and Provincial Governments, has over 
fifteen thousand young men and women enlisted practical training 
courses rehabilitation. 

The Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, which controls and directs 
all broadcasting Canada national public utility, has been most 
generous inviting the advice the Association and providing time for 
purely educational programs. discussions national and 
international affairs, labor and citizenship guidance music 
appreciation historical dramatizations book reviews and talks current 
events make important part the daily program national broad- 
casts. Undoubtedly the C.B.C. has done more than any other national 
agency work this field provide information regard international 
affairs and develop appreciation good music and literature. 

the first annual meeting the Canadian Association for Adult 
Education after its organization, the need for special committee under- 
take work among the people Canada was recognized. 
The Association therefore established its Committee,” 
which has been extraordinarily active promoting adult education rural 
areas Quebec Province. The work has been carried forward mainly 
through daily radio program called through lecture 
program; and, perhaps most important all, through short courses for 
leaders, which were given last year four different centers. 


The Ottawa Meeting 


was apparent, think, everybody who attended the third annual 

meeting held Ottawa last November, that the Association already 
making its value felt various ways. serves national clearing house 
for information assists the organization and direction experimental 
work; helps train and place leaders; publishes magazine; distributes 
study-group material the form pamphlets and bulletins; and focuses 
the general interest adult education throughout the Dominion. Although 
the second annual report the Director the Association, which was 
presented the Ottawa meeting, gave only partial summary the work 
accomplished the last two years, least conveyed some impression 
the extent and vigor the movement. was interesting note the way 
which new projects—an experiment being carried Northern Mani- 
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toba under the direction the Association program directed from McGill 
University and centering Lennoxville, Quebec; the work the Com- 
munity Life Training Institute with the farmers Western Ontario, 
cite only few examples—are all fitting into the pattern the national 
idea. There was community interest among all who participated 
the meeting which seemed give the Association body and substance 
for the first time. 


Libraries Adult Education 


ANADA large country and the population scattered that, 
the surface, the hope that one day all our people shall have even 
ordinary library facilities, let alone well-directed adult education classes 
and study groups, seems almost impossible dream. But not impos- 
sible. the present rate progress, British Columbia will soon have 
regional library, which, coupled with its present traveling libraries and 


open-shelf service, will give that province complete library coverage. Prince 
Edward Island already has regional library, equipped serve the whole 
population. Nova Scotia fast moving the same direction. Ontario 
the county library system developing rapidly. will not many years 


before libraries are considered necessary part rural community life 
are the telephone, electricity, and good roads. service the 
backbone any educational activity for adults. make that service 
accessible all must one the main goals toward which the Canadian 
Association for Adult Education strives for years come. 

Libraries, themselves, are not enough, however. Guidance read- 
ing, study outlines for group discussion, inexpensive bulletins 
phlets are constantly demand. Canada must, therefore, continue 
look the Departments Education and the universities supply our 
adult educational leadership and serve our main rallying points the 
various provinces. most the provinces, people needing assistance and 
encouragement adult education will have referred the local 
university the center light and leading their community. There 
other source supply, except the provinces which government 
departments have themselves accepted responsibility for adult education. 
But even there, general rule, the universities can better job the 
training leaders and are less likely subjected political change and 
pressure than the government departments. 


Need for Leaders 


‘HE need for trained leaders the field adult education perhaps 
our major problem and 


likely for some time come. 
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Excellent training courses for community leaders recreation, study-group 
methods, dramatics, and other activities are rapidly being developed 
throughout the Dominion, mainly under the direction university exten- 
nal sion departments and the summer schools for teachers conducted the 
ted education departments the provinces. Within the last two years the 
nce Association for Adult Education has placed nine thoroughly trained men 
full-time work various parts Canada. each instance, the field 
operation rural area, and part the expense borne the people 
served. Also each instance, monthly week-end training courses pre- 
pare men and women for leadership rural community life have been 
ven main feature the program. 
Report Education Survey 
and strong support given adult education Canada the 
and Report the Quebec Protestant Education Survey, published 
December, 1938. The committee responsible for the survey, which was 
carried throughout most the past year, consisted group citizens 
drawn from the professions, from commerce, and from the church. 
Hepburn, Director Education, Ayrshire, Scotland, presided over the 
life committee and wrote the report, which makes book three hundred and 
the sixty-eight pages, giving evidence throughout not only deep study, but 
vice also thorough acquaintance with educational problems and methods 
lian elsewhere than Canada. The report shows also that the members the 
committee entered upon and completed their task with profound sense 
their responsibility and with very clear perception the importance 
am- education modern life. Their findings and recommendations 
nue constitute one the most authoritative documents the subject edu- 
our cation that have appeared within recent years. 
the Among the particularly significant references adult education con- 
and tained the report are such statements these: 
ocal “No educational system complete which ignores the needs those 
who have left the day-school behind them. Shutting out the public from 
the schools saves trouble and expense, but diminishes the value every 
ion. dollar spent education.” 
the “To place the school the centre the life the community arous- 
and ing and satisfying every worthy aspiration for individual social 
improvement must the aim those who are responsible for the adminis- 
tration education.” 
“Full use should made the services the Canadian Association 
for Adult Education, which the chief directing and co-ordinating body 


the field.” 
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Regional Committees 

question that concerns all who are responsible for the 

tion future adult education policies Canada the old one, 
Where from The Canadian Association for Adult Educa- 
tion now undoubtedly recognized having national identity. How 
shall strengthen and confirm that feeling national unity within the 
framework the Association and its affiliated societies? Already one 
answer the question being provided quite spontaneously. several 
the provinces, Provincial Committees Adult Education 
formed serve clearing houses local interests, giving common 
tion activities within the provinces and providing points easy contact 
with the parent body. Some doubt regarding the wisdom this procedure 
felt members the council the national association. May not 
halt the growth national unity education, toward which all our educa- 
tional organizations are now working? Personally, have such fear, 
see way except means these provincial committees provide for 
the wide distribution literature, the organization study clubs, the 
development educational broadcasting, the holding conferences, the 
training leaders. The national association will give the whole movement 
focal point, and through its publications and annual meetings will help 
direct, coordinate, and inspire the work. 


Finance 


RANTS-IN-AID have been made the Adult Education Association 

six the nine provinces, but neither these grants nor the support 

affiliated organizations will continue unless there some demonstrable 

quid pro quo. The same thing true, some extent, private support. 

other words, the Canadian Association for Adult Education stand 

its own feet financially, must convincingly demonstrate the value, 

terms citizenship, well-organized national program adult 
education. 

Association such ours, seems me, should have two main 
objectives constantly mind: First, insistence upon the idea that 
possible learn and grow wisdom and understanding throughout life, 
should make manifest the rich and deeply satisfying rewards that con- 
tinuing self-education brings the individual. Second, emphasis upon 
the value group study preliminary social action, should show 
that adult education vitalizing force any movement toward the 
realization social justice through democratic methods. 
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THE EASTERN TOWNSHIPS 
FRONT Alex Sim 


NGLAND went war and our Second Annual School for Leaders 
calendar went press the same day. The future did not appear 
very bright. All around people were saying, carry pro- 
gramme community betterment when England war?” 

The printer was cold blooded and obedient. The calendar emerged 
proud, inky, and cheerful looking. was mailed out. our staff dinner 
the night the school opened, only thirty had registered; this number was 
slightly excess the number our staff. You couldn’t cut the gloom 
with knife. But one hundred came the first night, with thirty per cent 
increase the second week. One woman remarked that she had been going 
around bad dream resulting from too much radio, and too little 
information our cheerful calendar and splendid first night the School 
restored her normality and sanity. 


School for Leaders 


School for Leaders the spearhead McGill University con- 

trolled, Rural Adult Education Service which lecturer, office 
boy, advance agent, rural sociologist, field man, librarian, provocateur and 
organizer. nice job, but often requires being two places once. 
The provincial police are opposed this. 

Luckily, the first night our School for Leaders fell September 
thirteenth. Enrolment began seven, D.S.T., our sixteen electives. 
The choice two electives out 
Elective 
CHILD PSYCHOLOGY 


Elective 
AGRICULTURE 


CO-OPERATION FOLK DANCING 
CHORAL LEADERSHIP HOME ECONOMICS 
DRAMATICS PUBLIC HEALTH 
RECREATION PUBLIC FORUMS 
GROUP LEADERSHIP RADIO LISTENING 
HANDICRAFTS RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
LIBRARY WORK RURAL PROBLEMS 


was difficult. was possible elect one from the first eight, and one from 
the last eight. The general feeling was that the first group had the most 
popular topics. The largest enrolment was Home Economics, Handi- 
crafts, Public Forums, Dramatics and Group Work. Rural Problems and 
Public Health were both small and careful enquiry seemed indicate 
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had called them “How get Things Done Your Community” and 
they would have attracted more people. They want 
something practical, these adults; Dale Carnegie can probably teach the 
administrator adult education little. 


Importance Name 


HERE was some discussion about the name. Many timid souls 

objected the ground that they were not leaders, and they 
want their neighbours think they aspired. resisted this opposition 
with the plea that must frankly set ourselves the task training 
leaders. Our effort has been, therefore, each case, not only inform, 
bring light new ideas and methods, but also relate the whole enter- 
prise with responsibility our communities. 

One method assume air briskness and punctuality that the 
most phlegmatic cannot resist. The programme run with the precision 
radio station without mercy for bunions, varicose veins weak 
Folk dancing the beginning and end with song period landed between 
the two electives provide the esprit corps. documentary film 
short lecture provide the integration and interpretation needed save the 
enterprise from vivid nightmare pounding and down three flights 
stairs and bouncing somewhat heavily Scottish reel. can’t wish 
adults into elfs. But can show them the lectures what these electives, 


the singing, dancing, and films might become translated into personality 
through such programme their own community. 


The Stanstead School 


LREADY this has happened. group from Stanstead County which 
bit out the orbit geographically the School for Leaders came 
saying, can’t all the School for Leaders. Can have 
something less answer was not negative, assure you. 
Last night had our first session the Stanstead County Community 


School; was planned, and promoted entirely local committee over 
were atendance. 


This suggests pattern for next year. September, three weekly 
sessions the School for October, four five weekly sessions 
five adjacent counties, Stanstead county falling Monday night, 
Sherbrooke county Tuesday night, and on, till Friday. could 
retain skilled staff for one month assist us. 

Winter shoulders its way down our beautiful Eastern Townships 
valleys the end our five county schools October, 
could launch our study groups. These will emphasis co-operation, farming 
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and homemaking, with the possibility topics the town suited work- 
ers and professional people. CHLT privately owned radio station 
Sherbrooke which has displayed great interest our work. Neil Morrison 
now with laying plans for programme for listening groups. The 
Adult School the Air which ran experimentally for two months last 
spring, has been revived; hope continue for listening group work 
November. 


Regional Libraries 


HIS description does not exhaust our efforts. will recount the 

others when they merit it. Our most promising single effort has been 
the direction setting regional library. group studied the prob- 
lem all winter. June they brought together some dozen odd libraries 
that struggle vainly service the reading needs the area. brand new 
Eastern Townships Library Association emerged with the slogan—More 
Libraries, Better Libraries, Regional Library. The activities the 
ETLA have been make survey their library services, visit the 
headquarters, and regional centres the Vermont Free State Library Com- 
mission, arrange for Miss Dorothy Randolph come the Townships 
Vermont with one their bookmobiles, provide course 
Library Work the School for Leaders, begin collecting for regional 
book pool, study means borrowing large consignments books from 
the Travelling Library, and methods circulating them the area. 
The ETLA has splendid executive which has fine grasp its monu- 
mental task. You will hearing it, and from frequently. 


The Need for Education 


ANE AUSTEN her novels oblivious Napoleon, but cannot 

carry adult education oblivious Hitler. Nor wish to; 
gives our most effective talking not elusive 
mustache, and raucous voice; social cancer. The need for pre 
ventative medicine Canada has not diminished since September. Those 
who glue themselves the radio, and evade adult education work the 
pretext war, constitute internal enemies. Canada’s extensive facilities 
for adult education agriculture and home economics, now become 
major national asset. While the need for study clubs, and listening groups 
discover the real meaning this conflict, and avoid mob hysteria 
that will insist peace that will out-Versailles, Versailles, obvious, 
one blushes mention again. 


(Continued page 18) 
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THE CANADIAN COUNCIL FOR 
EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH 


Peter Sandiford 


FTER discussion and negotiations extending over period five 
years Canada has last established Canadian Council for Educa- 
tional Research. are now step with Scotland, South Africa, 
Australia, and New Zealand, where flourishing bureaus educational 
research are operation. The resolutions which brought the Canadian 
Council into being are those passed August 6th, 1938, the biennial 
conference the Canada and Newfoundland Education Association, which 
ran follows: 


(1) that Canadian Council for Educational Research established, 
with the following objects: 

(a) promote its own efforts co-operation with existing 
bodies the cause research and investigation Education 
Canada; 

(b) publish full summary form all Educational 
researches Canada that the Council may determine 
useful 

make grants assist the carrying out any research 
investigation approved the 

(d) assist other educational bodies the selection students 
qualified carry educational research either Canada 
elsewhere 

(e) take any action that the opinion the Council will 
assist any educational research. 


(2) that, Newfoundland should desire participate this scheme 
for educational research, the name and objects the Council 
modified permit such participation. 


The members the Canadian Council for Educational Research are: 


(1) Dr. LaZerte, Chairman, Professor Education, University 
Alberta, representing the C.T.F. 

(2) Major King, Technical Advisor, Department Education, British 
Columbia, representing B.C. 

(3) Dr. Quance, Dean the Faculty Education, University 
Saskatchewan, representing the Prairie Provinces. 

(4) Brother Léo, Director Institute Pédagogique Saint Georges, Montreal, 
representing Quebec. 
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(5) Mr. Moffatt, Research Assistant and Acting Assistant Superintendent 

Education, Nova Scotia, representing the Maritimes. 

(6) Dr. Robbins, Chief, Education Branch, Dominion Bureau Statistics, 

Ottawa, representing the Bureau Statistics. 
(7) Dr. Peter Sandiford, Professor Educational Psychology and Director 
Educational Research, University Toronto, representing Ontario. 

addition the above Council, Advisory Committees have been estab- 
lished each the Provinces. The Ontario Advisory Committee the 
Canadian Council for Educational Research composed the following 
members 

(1) Dr. Althouse, Dean the Ontario College Education, representing 

the Teachers Training Institutions Ontario. 

(2) Mr. Campbell, representing the Ontario School Trustees’ and Rate- 
payers’ Association. (This temporary appointment the Executive 
the Association does not meet until Fall.) 

Mr. Greer, Chief Inspector Public and Separate Schools, represent- 
ing the Department Education for Ontario. 

(4) Dr. Griffin, Associate Medical Director the National Committee 
tor Mental Hygiene, representing this organization. 

(5) Mr. Lewis, Headmaster the University Toronto Schools, repre- 
senting the Ontario Teachers’ Council. 

(6) Mr. Pierce, Principal Chester Public School, East York, Toronto, 
representing the Ontario Teachers’ Council. 

(7) Dr. Rogers, Chief Inspector Secondary Schools, representing the 
Department Education, Parliament Buildings, Toronto. 

(8) Dr. Sandiford, representing the Department Educational Research, 

University Toronto. (Secretary pro tem.) 

Since the Canadian Council Educational Research sponsored 
the the various Provincial Departments Education have made 
themselves responsible for the financing the project. However, make 
sure that the Council got good send-off, the Carnegie Corporation New 
York generously made grant $10,000 spread over two and 
beginning 1938-1939. The Council will therefore have for the coming 
session about $6,500.00 spend educational research. 

How shall this money distributed? While hard and fast rules 
have been drawn the Council, expected that applicants for grants 
aid them educational research will send outline their proposed 
researches the appropriate Provincial Advisory Committee indicating 
clearly the scope the project and its estimated cost. the project 
approved the Provincial Advisory Committee will forwarded the 
C.N.E.A. Council for Educational Research with the recommendation that 
financed from the funds the Council. The Council turn, having 
before the applications from all parts the Dominion, will allocate funds 
according the worthiness the projects and the funds available. 
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should clearly understood that the Council grants will made 
only those who have good problems and are competent solve them 
providing that they receive financial assistance from the Council. Grants 
will not made graduate students enable them secure higher 
degrees. However, graduate students may called upon help 
researches sponsored research departments, university departments 
education, schools education, teachers’ organizations, even pro- 
vincial departments education, and paid sums for their services. The 
grants shall not used defray living expenses pay the fees 
students; they are reserved for persons organizations with problems 
solve and competent solve them. 

The Council, while favouring few rather comprehensive projects, will 
not averse from sponsoring minor investigations providing they are 
sound and conducted competent investigators. 

Sufficient funds will reserved print either full abstract the 
researches sponsored the Council. 

last, Canadian educators—administrators, inspectors, teachers— 
either individually collectively have chance participate important 
educational research. hoped that teachers and organizations teach- 
ers will send applications for assistance with their researches. Ontario 
teachers should send their applications soon possible Peter Sandi- 
ford, Department Educational Research, 371 Bloor St. West, Toronto, 
who will place their requests for grant-in-aid before the proper bodies, 
Would not pity the funds went a-begging because nobody was 
sufficiently interested apply for them! 


(Concluded from page 15) 


Those who think that the minds well the muscles both 
civilian and military classes must become engaged this effort, might study 
with profit the emergence democracy China during their struggle 
against fascist aggression. Study groups trenches, democracy, and 
organized fight against ignorance and poverty among the peasants have 
the epic qualities. 
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ROM OUR 


“Under the stress and strain war conditions the need for intensive 
program adult study all the more urgent. The universities and 
other institutions the Maritimes certainly should take hand 
the thinking our adult population such way ensure 
right civic action during war days and prepare the people for changed 
conditions when this world struggle 

Professor MacDonald, Extension Department, St. Francis Xavier University 


“There growing upon conviction that there special need for 
adult work this time 


President Sidney Smith, University Manitoba 


“To judge from experience the world war feel that there will 
after the present war has lasted while, greater need than ever for 
adult education and desire the part those conducting this work 
meet and exchange their experience. Our Institute already 
making plans for public iectures problems war economy and war 

Professor Richter, Secretary, Institute Public Affairs, Dalhousie University 


“So far cannot report that interest adult educational activities 
going out, like the lamps Europe, here. not anticipate that 
are going find things materially changed the coming winter. 
The demand for subject material may change, but far think safe 
say that there the same interest ever this time the 


Donald Cameron, Director, Department Extension, University Alberta 


“It is, course, very true that the first and main job the moment 
the winning this war. the long view, however, there every 
reason for contending that the essentia! educational services should not 
neglected. the event peace there should ready policy and 
program that will enable the country build and enjoy just and 
lasting peace. Character education, study economics, and provision 
for the profitable use leisure time are probably urgently needed 
wartime measures and prepare our people good work citizens 
our democracy. the war should last for years the task keeping 
the morale going challenging one which education should, 
our schools and educators must give greater attention producing the 
qualities our people that will support the ideals democracy and 
make them work our society. may that Hitler’s nge the 
very thing that will put our metal this 

Dr. Fletcher Peacock, Director Educational Services, Province New Brunswick 
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first seemed rather hopeless doing adult education with 
the world gone crazy, and wondered also whether people would 
any mood seems now though life will for time anyway 
without serious interruption, and that may able things that 
will help people see more clearly what the issues really are, and main- 
tain some measure 

Harry Avison, Director the adult educational experiment The Pas, 


Ontario Library Association considering the possibility organiz- 
ing libraries for the soldiers camps. This seems most worth-while bit 
war work and one for which our members are equipped and trained. 
are making haste very slowly, not rushing 

Mrs. Elliott, President, Ontario Library Association 


general feeling that shall have great deal work 
get our people the country understand the issues the present 
struggle and would unfortunate let our cultural life die during 
this war. Adult education may have great deal with stiffening 
the morale the people courage and fortitude. The Handicraft 
Guild here expect get the co-operation the various racial groups 
assist voluntary war work. Whilst they will keep certain amount 
handicraft work alive their activities may give stress the securing 
co-operation the racial groups our Canadian war effort.”’ 

Robert England, President, Manitoba Association for Adult Extension 


doubt should carry usual people’s minds are deeply 
stirred the present time and most people are only thinking about one 
thing. suppose should try overcome this somewhat 
animal instinct and make ourselves deal with 
intelligently and 

President George Trueman, Mount Allison University, Sackville, N.B. 


‘‘We cannot foresee what our commitments are for the 
the work Adult Education must on, should, indeed, more 
necessary than 

President James Thomson, University Saskatchewan 


VISIT MARITIMES 


Neil Morrison, responsible for listening group organization and radio 
education research for the Association and the Canadian Broadcasting Cor- 
poration, having spent three weeks Lennoxville, present Toronto. 
plans leave for two months visit the Maritimes about the 15th 
October. While there will confer with educational leaders about 
organization listening groups and the use the radio educational 
programmes. 
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NOTES THE WAY 


Successful Campaign 

URING the winter 1939 the Association initiated and carried 
through campaign for cheaper postal rates. the recommenda- 

tion our President, circularized all our affiliated societies and 
individual members urging them write their local M.P.’s take the 
matter with the Honourable Mr. McLarty, the Post Master General. 
statement concerning the hardships the then existing high rate 
postage was enclosed talking point. were astonished the imme- 
diate co-operation received from our membership. From the replies 
our letters would appear that ninety per cent. the affiliated organiza- 
tions and large number individual members joined the campaign. The 
result was reduction rates library books mailed and from points 
within each province amounting approximately sixty per cent. 
parcel two pounds weight. For this have express our sincere 
appreciation those members and affiliated bodies who co-operated 
effectively and also the Honourable Mr. McLarty for his prompt action. 


Progress Experimental Projects 


experimental projects which the Association has had hand 

have all made definite progress during year. Mr. Harry 
Avison and his wife have now completed almost two years work “The 
Northern Manitoba. the past, this experiment has been 
made possible the generous support the Winton family Minne- 
apolis. recent letter Harry reports: the next three days will 
the Prospector’s Camp with the Flin Flon engineers. There 
possibility that this may turn out big thing. Our first assays went 
nearly three ounces gold, and there certainly very large body ore. 
will belong the boys who have discovered and worked it. The 
government does not ask any interest it.” future issue ADULT 
LEARNING expect publish complete account recent developments 
“The written Mr. Avison. 

During the year the work the Community Life Training Institute 
has been carried four-county area Ontario. The permanent staff 
this group has been Mr. David Smith, Walter Alexander, and Donald 
McLean. Mr. Smith and Mr. Alexander, with number part-time 
associates, have devoted themselves rural summer schools recreation 
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for children, co-operation with the Department Agriculture’s short 
courses training community leaders and the teaching folk-dances, 
handicrafts, amateur dramatics, etc., while Mr. McLean has devoted 
his time the promotion rural study groups and the training leaders 
study group methods. 

commend your careful attention the report Mr. Alex 
whirlwind activities the Eastern Townships Quebec. 
gramme is, course, carried McGill but this Association had 
good deal with the choice director, are, course, more than 
ordinarily interested its success. Mr. Sim’s policy encirclement 
succeeds well deserves do, may yet set the pace for racial 
co-operation community education field not before cultivated 
such whole-hearted and intimate way. 

The work carried Mr. Fred Stone within the national frame- 
work the Canadian Pacific Railway has made very satisfactory progress 
and, while still experimental some aspects, has the same time solid 
back-log achievement, which apparently assures permanent place 
the industry. Mr. Bonar, who member our Council, also 
Secretary the committee charge this work. 


School Broadcasting Survey Completed 
URING the year 1938-39, the Director was asked make survey 
school-broadcasting Canada, with view bringing before the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation certain recommendations for national 
development educational broadcasting for elementary secondary 
schools. This report, which consists about fifty typewritten pages, 
was completed February, 1939, and now the hands the General 
Manager. The contents are some extent confidential but the 
recommendations regarding Federal and Provincial organization are avail- 
able the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation headquarters. 


Listening Groups 


AST winter the Association made beginning the organization 

Listening Groups for radio programmes. co-operation with the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation bulletin was prepared and short 
course arranged for the training listening group leaders. This year 
have completed joint agreement with the C.B.C. whereby Mr. Neil 
Morrison McGill has been taken our staff liaison officer between 
our Association and the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation. will 
Mr. job travel through Canada and work with our repre- 
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sentatives the various provinces arranging short training courses for 
listening group leaders, assist the promotion actual radio study 
groups and through experiment discover and put into effect whatever 
techniques are found most effective undertaking this kind. 
new, unexplored field and has, believe, definite possibilities. 


Conferences 


our members all know, the Annual Meeting the Association has 

been postponed but full meeting the Council will called shortly. 
Meanwhile, LEARNING will continue publication and will endeavour 
keep members informed activities throughout the Dominion, 
the past. 


American Association for Adult Education Conference 


the most important events the year was the Annual Meeting 

the American Association for Adult Education Niagara Falls 
May this year. This was the first time the Association held its regular 
annual meeting Canada and some fifty members the Canadian Asso- 
ciation attended. Canadian speakers were given prominent part the 
programme and many our representatives took leading part the 
discussions. was great inspiration our Canadian members meet 
inthis way with fellow-workers from across the line and understand that 
the American Association has given some thought the proposal that 
the future arrangements made hold the annual meetings that body 
sufficiently close the border enable Canadians attend. have 
much learn from the wisdom and the experience the leaders edu- 
cation the United States and intellectual co-operation this kind can 
further international good-will and 


New Developments 
THERE have been some extremely interesting developments some 
the Canadian provinces during the past year. 

Dr. Gordon Shrum, Director the Extension Department the 
University British Columbia, for example, has succeeded persuading 
the Dominion Government assist him carrying the Nova Scotia pro- 
gramme into effect among the fishermen the Pacific Coast and has 
recently invaded the tight little island Cape Breton and brought back 
with him two the men who have assisted the famous trio, Father Tomp- 
kins, Dr. Coady and MacDonald, their study group, credit union, 
programme. 
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promising development Alberta the proposed extension the 
Olds School Community Life three other centres the Province. 

Another indication growing interest adult education found 
the recent organization the Manitoba Federation Agriculture. 
organization, which represents all the agricultural interests the 
has process development far-reaching programme education 
the procedures and philosophy the consumers co-operative movement, 

significant also that the President and Board Governors the 
University Manitoba are now planning the establishment 
ment Extension. 

Dr. Fletcher Peacock, Superintendent Education for New 
wick, has added his staff Director Adult Education the person 
Mr. Brock Rideout. 

These recent developments are, believe, convincing evidence the 
fact that official educational bodies are recognizing the importance 


informal education for adults. This awakening interest, reasonable 
assume, may large part due the stimulus given the movement 
the organization and consequent activities the Canadian Association for 
Adult Education. 


New Books Published and Received 
latest book the NEW DOMINION series The Corner Stone 
Democracy, Professor John Macdonald the University 
Alberta, thorough-going study the discussion group method 
popular education. Every leader adult education, every student enrolled 
any sort study course, will find the new book invaluable. 


OUR CONTRIBUTORS 


Lambert, formerly Editor The Listener—the official magazine the 
British Broadcasting Corporation—Executive Chairman the British Institute 
Adult Education, and Governor the British Film Institute, brings the cause 
adult education Canada, experience and enthusiasm which will 
this time. 


Alex Sim Secretary the newly-established Rural Adult Education 
McGill University, with its headquarters Lennoxville, Quebec, and its special 
field operations, the Eastern Townships. 

Dr. Peter Sandiford Professor Educational Psychology and Director 
Educational Research the Ontario College Education. Members the Asso 
ciation will remember that was responsible for the Survey Adult Education 
Canada which was published mimeographed form just before the Canadian Asse 
ciation for Adult Education was formed 1935, 


q 
| 
| 
/ 
: 


rolled 


the 
ute 
aluable 


Service 
special 


BOARD DIRECTORS and DOMINION ADVISORY COUNCIL 
CANADIAN ASSOCIATION FOR ADULT EDUCATION 


Patron: 
CANADA 
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Secretary: Davis, Toronto 
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How Goes Your Study 


discussion eager? discussion group may fall because 

its members not know produce good dis- The Right 
cussion, first collect your facts. might 
well the motto the study group. 


the 
Here are books specially planned for study groups, packed 


Corner Stone 
with information, many them containing study outlines. 
Read them, study them, use the facts your discussions— Democracy 


and watch your study group new trails its thinking. 


THE CORNER STONE DEMOCRACY: The Discussion Group 


John Macdonald. The author gives directions for the formation 
and for their sane conduct. penetrating and witty way 
ree discussion, points out the dangers propaganda and the value the 


CANADIAN YOUTH COMES AGE 


anyone should ask, this Youth prob here the answer 


AND THE ORDINARY MAN 


George Murphy. sure that this helpful, brief book will the 


THE CANADIAN DESERT 


Major Duncan Stuart. you are interested the agricultural West 
future you would well read Stuart's recital the situation and 


ECONOMIC HISTORY CANADA 


Mary Quayle Innis. invaluable reference book for everyone 
discuss economics Canada. 


Fletcher. the active study group meeting 


FIVE POLITICAL CREEDS 


Socialism, Liberalism ‘Conservatism—here they are 
summarized members the staff Queen's University. 


EPISTLE THE HEBREWS 


John and Claris Edwin Silcox. one the 


problems today here discussed outstanding Jew and 


brief form all the rules necessary for those who conduct 
meetings. 


ARRANGE PUBLIC DINNER 


and groups who are responsible for arranging large dinners. 


“The Stone Democracy: The Discussion and the last five books listed 
published under the auspices the Canadian Association for Adult Education. 


The erson Press 299 Queen Street West, Toronto 
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